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A little bit of history
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Spring
2015

July
2015

Between Oct 2015
and Apr 2016

Summer
2016

End of
2017

May
2018

Specification Group started 
activities for creation of
specification paper 

Publishing of specification
by ETSI as TS 103 606

2015 20182016 2017

Steering Group accepted 
creation of a new work item 
to work on this topic

BT, TNO and DTAG
jointly evaluated whether 
“Operator Functionalities” 
could be brought into an 
HbbTV Terminal

Publishing of specification paper by 
HbbTV. Additionally, more than 400 
test assertions written to check 
correctness of specification

Requirements Group  (broadcasters, 
manufacturers, service providers) 
worked on description of functional 
requirements



Op App – the long term solution
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LEVEL OF FLEXIBILITY
Low

Low High

High

TODAY’S CORE BUSINESS: 
Media receiver

TOMORROW: IPTV offers in  TV app stores

Positioning in TV setup routine

Low(er) development and maintenance costs

Long-lasting penetration of new TV sets with HbbTV
2.0 standard

DAY AFTER TOMORROW: 
Op App as integral part of every new sold web-
enabled TV set

Mid-term reach

Strong(er) competition in TV-App store

High(er) cost for software development
and maintenance

FUTURE: smarter, smaller and cheaper STBs



Benefits of using op apps
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HBBTV

+ Expands customer base for HbbTV platforms 
into a new market segment

+ Enriches HbbTV ecosystem

+ Specification bases on approved and 
accepted standards

+ Makes life easier for consumers

USERS

+ Easy to install, easy and intuitive-to-use TV app 

+ Full control of TV content and more content to 
choose from in service provider‘s portfolio

+ Major use cases are supported w/o set top box
and second remote, results in less cables/equipment

SERVICE PROVIDERS

+ Rely on a mature, well-deployed standard, compatible 
with existing HbbTV specification and broadcaster 
apps, reducing complexity of implementation

+ More content offerings

+ Branded experience to customers and 
consistent customer support

TV MANUFACTURER

+ Chance to differentiate from competition

+ Support for new services

+ Exploitation of new market segments

+ Potential new revenue streams

HbbTV



User benefits
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€2,94 - 4,941
monthly

€79 - 2991
one-time

or

No more “Honey, 
where did you hide 

the other remote 
control?”

No more need for
TV furniture!

Less hardware and 
cables, less hassle 
and reduced costs
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