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THE SMART TV PROBLEM



THE CHALLANGE

• Users are expecting the SVT Play 
app on their new TV

• SVT cannot build and maintain
native apps for a fragmented
market

• We can’t pick the most popular
brand due to market distortion
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2014: A SMART TV 
STRATEGY

• Use HbbTV 1.5 to build one
service for wrapping on 
separate devices

• Target Smart TV, then offer 
for STB too

• Be transparent towards
manufacturers about our
strategy
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HBBTV AS A SOLUTION



A STANDALONE HBBTV 1.5 SERVICE

• Version 1.5 has a large market share

• We can use MPEG-DASH video

• Standalone service means no AIT or antenna

• App store brand exposure

• Server-side updates at our discretion

• Manufacurer QA help as needed
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TIMELINE • 2014: Strategy, preparations

• 2015: Development of the 
first SVT Play app (3rd party)

• 2016: First public launch

• 2016–2018: Growth and 
improvements
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MODERN DEVELOPMENT FOR 
HBBTV 1.5



DEVELOPMENT

• In-house team: 4 developers, UX, AD, QA

• Modern web development tools and frameworks
• Node.js

• React

• TypeScript

• Polyfill

• Transpiling to HbbTV 1.5 standards

Anders Hebert, SVT | anders.hebert@svt.se | 2019



DEVELOPMENT

• Flexible development

• Easy to build and test new things

• Usability testing, prototyping

• Mob programming
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RESULTS













MARKET 
PENETRATION

TV MANUFACTURERS

Samsung Tizen 2016+

LG WebOS 1.0 2014+

Pansonic 2015+

Grundig 2016+

Toshiba 2018+

…

CABLE/SATELLITE BOXES

Telia/Arris/Comscope

Canal Digital/Kaonmedia

Weekly reach 300.000 unique
users (Swedish population 
10.000.000)
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